
L
ast month, I had the fan tas tic ex pe ri --

ence of hear ing Jenny Molloy give an

in spir ing pre sen ta tion.o  Jenny is the

au thor of Hack ney Child (see de tails

below) and she gave an as tound ing talk in

June at the Scot tish In sti tute for Res i den --

tial Child Care’s an nual con fer ence. 

Un for tu nately I missed it and I was so

pleased to be able to hear her and meet

her after all.  What an amaz ing per son.

Jenny spent a por tion of her child hood

in res i den tial care, and she has some re ally 

im por tant things to say about her ex pe ri --

ences there.  I was most pro foundly

af fected by her dis cus sion of love.  Not

only did Jenny say she felt loved by so cial

work ers and res i den tial child care prac ti --

tio ners, but some of them also told her

that they loved her.  Jenny clearly con --

veyed the im por tance of love as part of

her care experience.

Love – the word and con cept – has be --

come the sub ject of ex plicit con cern in

our sec tor.  For some time it has been a

taboo, but this is now being chal lenged. 

CYC-Net has had a very lively and

long-run ning dis cus sion thread about

whether or not we should tell kids that

we love them (see the ar chives).  In a re --

cent in quiry into the de ci sion mak ing

about whether to take a child into care,

our own Scot tish Gov ern ment ac knowl --

edged, as part of a con sul ta tion ex er cise,

the im por tance of lov ing re la tion ships (and 

the re lated com plex i ties) for chil dren in

care as part of a con sul ta tion event (Scot --

tish Par lia ment, 2013, p3).  Here on CYC

On line, sev eral con tri bu tors have of fered

thoughts on the sub ject.  Smith (2004) dis --

cusses “the meta phys i cal con nec tion with

an other human being” of in di vid ual love

and Skott-Myhre (2005) in vokes a po lit i cal 

in ter pre ta tion that is part of a wider ef fort 

to “re struc ture the ma te rial con di tions

within which we all live…[guided by] prin --

ci ples of lov ing de sire for ab so lute human

con nec tion.”  Krueger (2004) voices

greater un cer tainty about the place and

mean ing of love in a prac tice con text.  He

of fers thoughts about the dif fer ence be --

tween lov ing a per son for what they do

and lov ing them for who they are, and

about al low ing young peo ple to wit ness

the place in our selves that is ca pa ble of

lov ing and being loved.  I like the can dour

of this piece and Mark’s will ing ness to ex --

34 CYC-On line Jan u ary 2014 /  Issue 179

What’s Love got to
do with it?

What’s Love got to do with it?

Laura SteckleyLaura Steckley



plore and ex pose his un cer tainty to us. 

In te grat ing her own re lated prac tice ex pe --

ri ence, Ranahan (2007a, 2007b)be gins to

chart what love might mean in CYC

practice:

Lov ing is reach ing a new pla teau in

prac tice and is about how I bring my

Self into the re la tion ships I am

in volved in. If I choose to ex press the

lov ing part of my Self, I need to reach

be yond my fears and def i ni tions of

love. I need to be com mit ted to the

pres ent, and show un con di tional

ac cep tance and em pa thy when the

child’s Self comes for ward. Love is a

pro cess, a way of being, an

ex pres sion that moves and shifts as I

de velop my style of prac tice. It

chal lenges me and de mands I

con sis tently show a clean slate

pres ence, with out con di tions,

with out grudges, and with an at tempt 

to un der stand each in di vid ual’s

sub jec tive ex pe ri ence as they tell me

their story. The ex pres sion of lov ing

from the Self re moves the bar ri ers

that may be pres ent in re spect to

allotted time for service, or the

actions of the child. 

All of these au thors ac knowl edge the

in her ent risks and com plex i ties re lated to

the place of love in child and youth care

prac tice, and none of them offer sim ple or 

ab so lute answers.  

In one of the most re cent ac counts of

what CYC is, Garfat and Fulcher spe cif i --

cally iden tify love as one of the 25

char ac ter is tics of con tem po rary CYC

prac tice (2011).  This is a more def i nite

state ment and I like its cour age.  While I too 

am un cer tain about many of love’s re lated

com plex i ties, what I do know for def i nite is

that our kids need to feel loved and that in

some cases the only place they may ex pe ri --

ence this love is in our care.

Garfat and Fulcher’s ar ti cle is in cluded

as part of our in tro duc tion to Child and

Youth Care dur ing the first mod ule (class)

of the MSc in Ad vanced Res i den tial Child

Care.  This year I asked the stu dents (all of 

whom are work ing full time in res i den tial

child care or a closely re lated area) which

of the char ac ter is tics most res o nated with 

their own ex pe ri ences of prac tice and

which, for what ever rea sons, did not.  The 

first stu dent to speak iden ti fied the char --

ac ter is tic of love, and we went on to have

a rich de bate for most of the rest of the

ses sion.  In al most all of my teach ing on

res i den tial child care, this issue of love

comes up at one point or an other with

every co hort (post grad u ate and un der --

grad u ate).  It clearly is seen to be

im por tant, and there are strong and vary --

ing views on the sub ject.  Many of the
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rea sons of fered as to why we should or

should not con sider what we do as love,

and whether or not we should use this

word ‘love’, mir ror much what is writ ten

in the ar ti cles I’ve cited.  One that comes

up every time and which I’m still try ing to

get my head around goes some thing like

this: be cause of the tem po rary na ture of

our re la tion --

ships with the

chil dren and

young peo ple in 

our care, love is 

not appropriate 

and may even

create false or

damaging

expectations.  

Ranahan

(2007a, 2007b)

of fers some in --

sights about

love in our

time-lim ited

re la tion ships,

and in my own ef forts to make sense of

stu dents’ ar gu ments, I can see the pru --

dence in re serv ing the com mit ment of

love for our more en dur ing re la tion ships – 

at least in our per sonal lives.  Yet I can not

see that it would be better for a child not

to feel loved at all than to feel loved only

for lim ited amount of time.  More over, the 

no tion that re la tion ships cat e gor i cally

should not en dure past the place ment

lacks va lid ity and can not stand up to our

de vel op ing un der stand ing of at tach ment

and re sil ience.  Prog ress is being made on

this front as well, though I think we have a 

long way to go.  I can’t help but won der if

some times we get fright ened that we sim --

ply are not up to the sig nif i cant de mands

that love might re quire.  Even just the ex --

pe ri ence of a lov ing re la tion ship that

young peo ple carry away may still be ac --

tive in what Gharabaghi and Stu art (2013)

would refer to as the men tal or vir tual di --

men sion of their sub se quent life-spaces.  In

other words,

the re la tion ship

might in deed

en dure even if

there is no

con tin u ing

interaction

between the

practitioner and

the young

person who felt

loved.  

I sus pect

that the per --

cep tion that

love is risky has

been com pli --

cated and ex ag ger ated by our ef forts to

pro fes sion al ise the sec tor.  Don’t get me

wrong.  I do be lieve that good prac tice re --

quires high stan dards of train ing,

ed u ca tion, on go ing de vel op ment, some

sort of co her ent pro fes sional iden tity, and

even a level of reg u la tion.  How we de fine 

what it means to be a child and youth care 

pro fes sional, and how this trans lates into

train ing, ed u ca tion, on go ing de vel op ment

and pro fes sional iden tity, needs to be in --

formed by those who understand what

good practice actually means.  

This, then, brings me back to Jenny

Molloy.  All of our strug gles to gain some
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clar ity about this and many other vi tally

im por tant areas of prac tice need to be in --

formed by the views and ex pe ri ences of

the re cip i ents of our care, par tic u larly

care-leav ers who have had a chance to

make some sense of their ex pe ri ences of

the care sys tem.  These views will, of

course, also be var ied, but when I sat lis --

ten ing to Jenny last month I felt sure I was

lis ten ing to some one who deeply un der --

stood what good child and youth care

practice actually means.  

Here are the de tails of Jenny’s book:

Hack ney Child: The true story of a ne --

glected but re source ful child sur viv ing 

pov erty and the care sys tem by Hope

Daniels (Jenny’s pen name) and Morag

Living stone.  Pub lished in 2011by Living --

stone’s Photos.

Other ref er ences
Gharabaghi, K., & Stu art, C. (2013). Right here,

right now: Ex plor ing life-space in ter ven tions

for chil dren and youth. Don Mills, On tario:

Pearson Ed u ca tion Canada.

Garfat, T., & Fulcher, L. C. (2011).

Characterictics of a child and youth care

ap proach. Re la tional Child and Youth Care

Prac tice, 24(1-2), 7-19. 

Ranahan, P. (2007a). Reach ing be yond car ing to

lov ing in child and youth care prac tice I.

CYC-On line. Re trieved from

http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-

0207-ranahan.html

Ranahan, P. (2007b). Reach ing be yond car ing to

lov ing in child and youth care prac tice II.

CYC-On line. Re trieved from

http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-

0307-ranahan.html

Scot tish Parliment. (2013). 20th Meet ing, 2013

(Ses sion 4), Tues day 25 June 2013: In quiry

into de ci sion mak ing on whether to take

chil dren into care.  Re trieved from

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Ed

ucationandCultureCommittee/General%

20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_qu

estions.pdf.

Skott-Myhre, H. A. (2005). Rad i cal youthwork:

Cre at ing a pol i tics of mu tual lib er a tion for

youth and adults. CYC-On line. Re trieved

from

http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-

0405-radical.html

Smith, M. (2004). Let ting go in love. CYC-On line.

Re trieved from

http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-

1104-smith.html

37CYC-On line Jan u ary 2014  /  Issue 179

http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-0207-ranahan.html
http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-0207-ranahan.html
http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-0307-ranahan.html
http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-0307-ranahan.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EducationandCultureCommittee/General%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EducationandCultureCommittee/General%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EducationandCultureCommittee/General%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EducationandCultureCommittee/General%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
eral%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
eral%20Documents/EC-S4-13-20-1_Inquiry_questions.pdf
http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-1104-smith.html
http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-1104-smith.html

	jan2014 34
	jan2014 35
	jan2014 36
	jan2014 37

